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COMMISSIONER OF POLICE — REAPPOINTMENT 

379. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the tabling today of reports concerning the state’s Commissioner of Police. 

(1) Did the Premier receive the Corruption and Crime Commission report and come to a view on the 
commissioner’s future; and, if so, what was that view? 

(2) Did the Premier relay this view to others, including the Minister for Police?  

(3) Will cabinet be making a decision on Monday on the reappointment or otherwise of the police 
commissioner? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) As I said, I received the report, or my office did, on 16 July. I was on leave, so the report, in a sense, 

became active on 23 July when I returned. It was kept secure. The police commissioner was provided 
with a copy, as he was entitled to be, by the Public Sector Commissioner. I sent it to the Public Sector 
Commissioner and made sure he provided a copy to the Commissioner of Police to allow the 
commissioner to read the report. I had two meetings with him over that, and in due course I received the 
advice back from the Public Sector Commissioner. I mean, that is the proper way to handle it; that is the 
proper and correct way to handle the issue. Cabinet will now consider the reappointment of the police 
commissioner, but we will do it in a proper way. 

Mr M. McGowan: When—on Monday? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We will do it in a proper way. 

Mr M. McGowan: What are you waiting for? 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You can walk and chew gum. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Can I walk and chew gum? Is that the level of contribution from the Labor Party? Is that 
it? Is that the level, is it? 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: After Peter Collier’s comments, I do not think you can talk about standards. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: You are all over the place. You are hopeless. 

Mr T.G. Stephens interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Pilbara, I formally call you to order for the first time today. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Can I restate that the police commissioner’s contract expires on 15 August. So yes, the 
receipt of this report was relatively close to the time at which he would be reappointed. It would not be the 
correct thing to do to make a decision on the reappointment when a CCC report is pending—a report that we had 
no knowledge of what the content might be. That is the correct and proper thing. Why? Because there cannot be 
any circumstance of a cloud over the integrity and the suitability of a person to be police commissioner in 
Western Australia. That is why the government behaved as it did and took the time—not long; three weeks is a 
very short period of time. By the tone of the questions from the Leader of the Opposition, it shows that he has 
learnt nothing. He has absolutely learnt nothing about getting — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: By his interjections, he shows that he has learnt nothing. He has learnt nothing about 
distinguishing between issues and getting the correct procedure in place. He has learnt nothing. 
Mr J.R. Quigley interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I hear interjections from the member for Mindarie. He would know a lot about the CCC. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: I know! I was cleared twice and congratulated. I know a lot about it, and I will speak about it 
in the second reading speech. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: And you would be Attorney General? 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 

Mr J.R. Quigley: Not an adverse finding like the commissioner! 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Mindarie, when you have finished your conversation, we might continue with 
question time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have great respect for the police commissioner, but we would wait, because there was 
time to wait, to receive that report. Again, as I made very clear in my statement this morning, there was no 
finding of misconduct—very, very clear. And yet, the shadow Attorney General has just claimed the opposite. 
He has just accused a finding to the contrary—a reckless, irresponsible accusation. If the shadow Attorney 
General wants to make an accusation about the police commissioner, I guess he can do it, because he has just put 
it on the public record in this Parliament. There is no finding of misconduct against the police commissioner. 
There is no finding of misconduct — 
Mr J.R. Quigley interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Mindarie can explain, because he is an expert on the CCC from the 
inside. He can explain himself later. He should get up and make a personal explanation, in my view.  

We waited for the CCC report. There is no finding of misconduct. That clears the air and clears the way for the 
government now to go about a reappointment in the proper way. That is what we will do in a proper way.  
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